Wolfcreek Community Meeting Notes

March 31, 2001

5 pm

· The meeting started out with Ann Higdon, the founder of the ISUS Trade and Technology Prep School, explaining that the work being done on Williams Street is the work of the kids at ISUS, and that these houses are just the beginning of the proposed building in Wolfcreek.  The smallest house will be 1600 sq. feet and the largest house will be 2000 sq. feet.  The houses will be sold at half the price of what they cost to build.  The first houses will be offered to low-income buyers with the option of down payment assistance or interest assistance.  There will 50-60 houses total.

· The junkyard is an issue; no one wants to own it because that means they would have to take responsibility for the environmental problems that come with it.  The city might step in and take over the junkyard.

Progressive Wolfcreek and Wolfcreek Helping Hands are both organizations that are there to help the residents, they should be utilized more.

A "Pocket" park will soon be established on the corner of Williams and 3rd(?) by the white church with a gazebo that has already been ordered by ISUS.

There is a tentative proposal for a Cultural Heritage Community Festival in the fall.  The festival would be a way to market the neighborhood and the new housing in it, but it will take extensive planning and sponsorships.

· There is a strong feeling among the residents to "pick up the trash"; this would, figuratively and literally, improve the conditions of the neighborhood.  Furthermore, the need to make the area safe and secure sparked a discussion about the status of a neighborhood watch group.  A stronger neighborhood group needs to be established so that when a call is made to the police, many people can call the station, as opposed to just one, and reiterate that they need to come as quickly as possible.

· The residents are tired of talk, and they are glad to meet, but once they leave the meeting, they want to be assured that something will actually be done.  They recognize that the redevelopment of the downtown area will mean many changes and they look forward to being a part of Dayton's renewal.

· Ms. Higdon clarified that for right now, ISUS is just building single family homes in Wolfcreek, because that is what the community asked for. 

· ISUS will also be having a week-long computer camp in the summer for children in the neighborhood, where each child that completes it will receive their own rehabilitated computer.

· The residents are concerned about people that already own a home and need repairs, renovations, etc.  It was stated that 6 residents a year get money to renovate their homes.  But if only 6 people a year can get help for that versus all of the new homes that are being built, how does that help the existing residents?

· The 1st Monday of the month, the Inner West Priority board meets and all residents are encouraged to attend.  Also, the Dayton Fund, 223-2363, gives loans for housing repairs.

The resident are trying to set up another meeting for April 7, 2001.

